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Key points
• Street harassment affects 

many or most middle school 
& high school girls

• Street harassment 
undermines the goals of SRTS 

• Few SRTS programs are now 
addressing harassment, but 
there are clear initial steps & 
bigger steps



Why harassment matters for 
SRTS 



Street Harassment Threatens Safe 
Routes to School Goals

• Discourages 
walking & 
biking to 
school

• Leads to 
unsafe route 
selection

• Discourages 
healthy long-
term habits



First Steps for Safe Routes to School
Programs: Prepare Adults

Don’t ignore the problem
• Help adults in your 

program be prepared 
to talk about street 
harassment 

• Provide basic info to 
volunteers (e.g. our 
talking points)

• In volunteer trainings, 
include topic/role plays 
on street harassment
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Key Messages for 
Safe Routes to School programs

Harassment:
• Is not the fault of the 

person being harassed
• Targets girls, kids with 

disabilities, kids of color, 
& kids perceived as 
LGBTQ

• Starts young
• Can have serious effects 

on mental health & 
success in school  



• Provide workshops/training for students on 
street harassment basics: how it feels to be 
harassed, why people harass, what to do if you 
experience or see harassment, roleplays.

• Assess & monitor the problem: survey 
students, conduct safety/harassment audits of 
routes, develop a reporting system that aligns 
with schools’ Title IX processes.

Next Steps for 
Safe Routes to School Programs2



• Support student-led actions: work with 
students to make art or posters about street 
harassment; host art show; march; post posters

• Make spaces safer: e.g. businesses can 
identify as safe spaces; adults can monitor 
problem areas

• Partner with transit agencies on public 
relations campaigns 

Deeper Engagement for 
Safe Routes to School Programs3



What do we want to 
accomplish?
1. Give students who are 

harassed tools to respond 
& process

2. Help students respond 
when they are bystanders

3. Save mini-proto-harassers 
from becoming harassers

4. Decrease harassment 
overall



Resources

www.saferoutespartnership.org/publications

http://www.saferoutespartnership.org/publications


Sara Zimmerman
Program & Policy Director

sara@saferoutespartnership.org
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