# &Safe Bike-Ped Meets Higher Ed: Partnering with Colleges and
N ROUtES  Universities on Safe Routes to School

PARTNERSHIP

Tuesday, April 25th, 2023



MISSION

The mission of the Safe Routes
Partnership is to advance safe
walking and rolling to and
bt 1 from schools and in everyday

‘»H'l* UM” ‘M ”w”“,

life, improving the health and
well-being of people of all
races, income levels, and
abilities, and building healthy,
thriving communities for
everyone.




TODAY'S PRESENTERS

Kori Johnson

Program and Engagement Manager
Safe Routes Partnership
Washington, D.C.

Say hi in the chat!

« Name location, connection to Safe Routes




Colorado Community Engagement Toolkit
« QOutlines a community engagement framework

 Highlights engagement best practices

WORKING TﬂGETHER
T0 MAKE
« Features Colorado programs MEANINGFUL CHANGE
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« Guiding questions for each section
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A TOOLKIT FOR ENGAGING COMMUMITIES ACROSS COLORADO

* Links to tools, worksheets, and additional
resources

« Emphasis on equity
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Community Engagement Framework
« Reflect on your role as a community partner

« Research the community where you are working
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» Partner with other organizations to build WORKING TOGETHER
community relationships £ T0 MAKE A

* Plan thoughtful, culturally-responsive community MEANINGFUL CHANGE
engagement experiences

A TOOLKIT FOR ENGAGING COMMUNITIES ACRO55 COLORADO

* Implement your community engagement
experiences and events

 Sustain your community engagement beyond a
single event or initiative
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Poll: What type of support do you need for your Safe Routes to School program?




Good News: Colleges and universities can help!


https://gifdb.com/gif/happy-angry-birds-hatchlings-o3kroddmoac97wsc.html

Academic institutions can help with...

Data and evaluation

e Research

* GIS mapping \ -
% GOOGDNEWSPAPER =

* Event support = p—— =

e Documentation

« Grants and funding
« Community engagement / |

* And more! /



Partnering with Academic Institutions

Increase program resources

* Increase access to funding

« Engage new community members
« Expand areas of expertise

« Explore innovative ideas

* Increase support for Safe Routes to School




ﬁ & Safe Routes to School improves sidewalks and street crossings and
iﬁ, creates safe, convenient, and fun opportunities for children to bicycle and

walk to and from school. The CDC has recognized Safe Routes to School
Safe Routes

as one of a handful of programs that are cost-effective and show significant
PARTNERSHIP population health impacts within five years.

College Students and Staff Care About
Active Transportation Too

CLIMATE
BENEFITS AND
CLEANER AIR

© Fewer student asthma attacks
due to less driving & reduced
air pollution results

@ Cleaner air & reduced
greenhouse gas .
emissions

<

« Physical activity M oea jgﬂ

3 ® Reduced traffic injuries & dangers for |

COST SAVINGS students and community members at arrival

& dismissal through street improvements
*® Household savings from

near schools
reduced gas & car use ® More chances to learn & practlce [ ]
@ Education budget savings

. X road safety for students
through reduced student
busing costs
COMMUNITY

CONNECTEDNESS

« Climate justice

* Accessible transportation and transit options

a1 Increased safety from crime & violence

« Mental health and wellbeing
 Social connectedness

e (ost

due to more people on the streets,
good lighting & better street design
Less harassment, bullying,
orviolence when

students walk or

x i Bt
HEALTHIER PC&OC&D A'ﬁ ';

STUDENTS

® Better health & stronger
bones, muscles & joints

&

through more walking
& biking
® Reduced risk of chronic
disease, diabetes,
& obesity

SCHOOL
TRANSPORTATION

9

@ Solutions to reduced or non-
existent bus service through
Safe Routes to School

® Reduced traffic congestion

atpick- up/drop off imes

@ Stronger student friendships
& relationships through walking
& biking together

® Positive social connections
for families & neighbors

BETTER ACADEMIC
PERFORMANCE

® Better focus, improved
concentration & less distraction
for students who are active
before school

® Fewer absences and less tardiness
when students walk or bike
in groups

ele_1




College and university partnerships look
like...

« Evaluating the effectiveness of a walking
school bus program

 Piloting a traffic safety app
« Creating a GIS map of safe school routes
« Volunteering at Walk & Roll to School Day

« Writing Safe Routes to School into a grant
proposal

« Sharing latest reports and research on physical
activity




What are your program priorities?
* Health and wellbeing

« Curriculum development

* Engineering improvements

* Program evaluation

 Community engagement

« Advancing equity

« Climate justice




Where to Reach Out

Public Health Department
* Engineering Department
* Education Department

« Urban Planning Department

e Research and data centers 3
« Service learning organizations \\ :
 Fraternities and sororities K

« Student groups




University Hospitals
« Data — health, safety, crash data
* Health and wellness programs
« Food and nutrition
* Physical activity incentives
 Safety programs
« Safe Kids Coalitions
* Helmet giveaways

« Seatbelt safety




Determine Your Ask
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« Community engagement

 Volunteers

e Program materials and equipment
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What can you bring to the partnership?
* People — students and families

« Connections to schools

 Service learning hours

« Real world experience

 Safe Routes to School expertise

e Fun!




Keep in Mind

« Make sure your goals are aligned

« Create a formal agreement if necessary

« Communicate with schools and other partners

 Academic institutions also have limited
resources and capacity

* Remember community colleges and technical
and vocational schools

e |t doesn't hurt to ask!
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Partnership Examples




Road to Zero: Howard University
 National Safety Coalition grant
* Partners:

« Washington Area Bicyclist Association

(WABA)

« Howard University Transportation and
Research Data Center (HUTRCQ)

 Safe Routes Partnership

e D.C. Public Schools

* Piloting near-miss crash reporting app



Road to Zero: Howard University

* |dentify priority intersections

« (ollect data

« Develop and distribute surveys

« Conduct focus groups

« Host community event at local middle school

 Use data to create crash reporting app




Bike Education Research:
George Mason University

« D.C. Vision Zero grant

 Partners:
e Discover Traffic Gardens

« George Mason University College of
Education and Human Development

 Safe Routes Partnership

e D.C. Public Schools

 Pre-K bike education research



https://www.trafficgardens.com/

Bike Education Research:
George Mason University

« Traffic gardens installed in two D.C. public
schools

* George Mason developed early childhood
bike education materials

 Traffic garden + classroom instruction

 Parent focus groups and student observations




Boulder County School Travel Study:
University of Colorado Denver

* Ph.D. research study
* Partners:
« Darcy Varney Kitching, Ph.D. Candidate in
Geography, Planning, and Design — UC Denver

» Boulder Valley School District and St. Vrain
Valley School District

 Transportation Professionals
 Students, caregivers, community members

 Safe Routes to School program




Boulder County School Travel Study:
University of Colorado Denver

* |nterviews

« Place It! community activities

* Maptionnaire — survey questions + mapping

« Student and caregiver travel experiences
* Focus on equity: Whose voices are not often heard?
 Inform ongoing data collection, collaboration

between partners, advance equity in Safe Routes to
School



https://www.saferoutespartnership.org/resources/toolkit/place-it-engagement-guide
https://participedia.net/method/4897

Safe Routes to Pomona Schools:
Cal Poly Pomona Center for Community
Engagement

 Service learning mini-grant
* Partners:
» (Cal Poly Pomona Urban and Regional Planning
Program
« Pomona Unified School District
* Mapping

 Safe Routes to School programming at local
elementary school




Community Engagement and Service
Learning: San Jose State University

» Graduate research project — Safe Routes to School

* Partners:
+ San Jose State Urban Planning Program

« San Jose Schools
« (ity of San Jose
« Community members

 Full project report



https://transweb.sjsu.edu/sites/default/files/2061-Kos-Safe-Routes-School-San-Jose.pdf

Community Engagement and Service
Learning: San Jose State University

* Site visits

* Mapping

« Community meetings

* Surveys

« Parent Task Force

« Walking School Bus event

« Mutually beneficial to grad students and school
community




Safe Routes to School Map:
Colorado Mesa University

+ Website and mobile app

* Partners:
» (Colorado Mesa University

« Mesa County Regional
Transportation Planning Office

« Mesa County Valley School District 51
 Safe Routes to School Mesa County

« Map of closest and safest school routes,
Incentive program



https://www.mesacountysaferoutes.com/

Safe Routes to School Action Plan:
Georgia State University

« Data collection and evaluation

* Partners
» Georgia State University
 Atlanta Safe Routes to School
« Atlanta Public Schools

* Listening sessions, surveys, focus
groups, public engagement
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https://getyarn.io/yarn-clip/7449ad5a-ff36-4b5c-9ea6-8090d8cee665




Looking Beyond Campus:
Cultural Partnerships







Museums and Art Centers

 Space for meetings and community events
* Arts + Transportation projects

« Asphalt art

* Arton transit

» Creative placemaking
* Grant opportunities

e NEA Our Town



https://www.arts.gov/grants/our-town/program-description

Library Partnerships

« Expanding to health and wellness programming
« QOlder adult walking programs
* Youth programs
« Community gardens
 Bike repair stations
 Story walks
« (limate justice events

* Increased interest in transportation programs:
Safe Routes, transit, infrastructure projects

* Neutral gathering space: meetings, community
forums, public information sessions
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https://actiononarthritis.chronicdisease.org/engaging-new-non-traditional-delivery-system-partners-in-dissemination-and-delivery-of-aaebis-april-5-2022/
https://www.urbanlibraries.org/innovations/mpl-trail-project
https://www.wispolitics.com/2023/aarp-wisconsin-plans-to-expand-native-plant-garden-exhibit-in-cumberland-wins-aarp-wi-small-dollar-big-impact-grant
https://www.sfexaminer.com/news/the-city/san-francisco-public-library-is-hosting-a-free-fix-it-clinic/article_dac03fec-9c16-11ed-8b14-33461cfdb055.html
https://shoredailynews.com/headlines/espl-installs-first-story-trail/
https://patch.com/new-jersey/montclair/walking-biking-montclair-active-transportation-101-event
https://decorahnews.com/news/7108/family-open-gym-being-held-tuesday-mornings-at-luther-college/
https://www.nola.com/entertainment_life/new-orleans-public-transit-users-can-get-help-navigating-the-new-rta-app/article_3d6b0914-abfe-11ed-96a0-5b794f27c9d8.html
https://bigbendsentinel.com/2023/03/08/presidio-county-applies-for-txdot-grant-to-improve-pedestrian-connectivity-between-east-and-central-marfa/
https://www.reporterherald.com/2023/01/04/kindergartners-make-adorable-case-for-safer-loveland-crosswalks/
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-dirt-bikes-atvs-building-blocks-free-library-community-forum/
https://www.kwxx.com/2023/02/23/community-invited-to-provide-input-on-new-pahoa-library-and-transit-hub/

Ask a Librarian

« Community outreach librarians — they want to help!

* Librarians can do a lot

« Events and activities
Creating flyers
Sharing information
Promoting initiatives
Book Bikes

* Nimbleness to try new things
* Opportunities in small and rural communities

« Blogpost on library partnerships



https://www.ala.org/pla/resources/tools/community-engagement-outreach/bookmobiles-book-bikes
https://www.saferoutespartnership.org/blog/guest-blog-5-reasons-why-your-public-librarian-key-your-next-safe-routes-school-partnership

Let's Move in Libraries: University
of North Carolina Greensboro

» Supports healthy living and physical
activities in libraries

* Programs
« Walking

* Biking
 Music and Movement

e Dance

 StoryWalks



https://letsmovelibraries.org/about-us/

Festivals and Street Fairs
 Tactical urbanism pop-ups
 Safety demonstrations

« Connect with partners

« Engage people you might not normally hear from
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Indio’s Streets Are Treats: Indio, California

SCAG Go Human Mini Grant

* Pop-up demonstration
» Encourage walking and biking

 Featured artwork from local students
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Walk, Ride, and Roll Webinar Series
Wednesday, May 10th, 2pm ET
Let Them Lead: Engaging High School

Students in Safe Routes Projects
T 7 T R
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SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL

SUMMIT 2023
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People, Places, & Possibility
OCTOBER 24 - 26

A

& . Safe
% 42 Routes

Registration Opens Monday, May 1
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xx PARTNERSHIP

Active Paths for Equity &

Kori Johnson, Program & Engagement Manager
kori@saferoutespartnership.org

www.saferoutespartnership.org

§j Facebook.com/saferoutespartnership

@saferoutesnow


http://twitter.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Prevention-Institute/129291200455039
http://www.saferoutespartnership.org/
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