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Background

Denver’s Mayor formally 
committed to eliminating traffic 
related deaths and serious 
injuries

February 17, 2016
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Background
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Tracking Progress



S A F E R  S T R E E T S  S A V E  L I V E S



S A F E R  S T R E E T S  S A V E  L I V E S

Background

Deep dive: Bicycle 
Crash Analysis

Deep dive: Bicycle 
Crash Analysis

Vision Zero 
Commitment 

February 2016

Vision Zero Action 
Plan

October 2017

Vision Zero Project 
Manager Hired
October 2018

New Action Plan
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Vision Zero Action Plan Update Actions

1. Develop and implement DOTI safety policies 
2. Create and Implement Safety Focus Area Plans
3. Develop a Citywide Speed Reduction Team
4. Develop a Citywide Crash Management Team
5. Develop a Citywide Safety Evaluation Program
6. Work with DOTI's Transit Program to couple transit investments 

with safety improvements to strategically transform the HIN 
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Vision Zero Action Plan Update Actions

7. Increase use of traffic safety cameras (speed and red-light cameras)
8. Create "car-free zone" and "slow zone" implementation guide
9. Develop a safety quick-build remediation program
10. Support build-out of the pedestrian, cyclist, micromobility and transit user 

network
11. Create a multimodal safety curriculum for K-12th grade
12. Targeted community engagement and dialogue
13. Support community led place making and traffic calming initiatives
14. Make the City and County of Denver as a government agency a model Vision 

Zero adopter
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Safe Routes to School
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Safe Routes to School Initiative
Mission:

“Denver’s Safe Routes to School serves school 

communities to create safe and equitable places 

and opportunities that enable physical activity, 

lower the obesity rate and risk while traveling to 

and from school.”
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History: Safe Routes to School in Denver
2021
Safe Routes to School
Action Plan Completed



S A F E R  S T R E E T S  S A V E  L I V E S

Baseline – Schools in Denver
• Schools In Denver:

• Access to active infrastructure:

300+
Schools
(approx.)

14%
Students
walk/roll
bike

Poor Active Infrastructure (100)
Moderate Active Infrastructure (100)
Good Active Infrastructure (99)

68% 
Schools
½ mile to HIN
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SRTS Action Plan Review
• 2 Goals:
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What is the Safe Routes to School Initiative?
Emphasis Areas

50 Strategies across 8 Emphasis Areas

All Emphasis Areas have:

• Vision Statements

• Strategies & Definitions

• Intention of Strategy

• Year 1 Actions (if applicable)

• Evaluation Criteria

(https://www.denvergov.org/SRTS)

https://www.denvergov.org/srts
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Pillars & Prioritization of the SRTS Action Plan
1. Equity
• DOTI Equity Index – Equity Areas of Need 
• Schools with more than 40% of students receiving Free or 

Reduced-Price Lunch (FRL)

2. Trip Distance-Based Approach
Prioritizing schools identified as
• Neighborhood Schools (63 Schools)
• Community Schools (98 Schools)

3. Safety-Based Approach
• Prioritizing schools with High or Medium Traffic Safety 

Concerns 
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SRTS & 6 “E’s:
Montbello Refuge Islands

Engagement: 
Travel Plan Studies, 
Construction Notification

Equity: Identified Equity Area of Need, 
prioritized schools in SRTS Action Plan

Engineering: Uncontrolled Ped Crossings, 
Pedestrian Refuge Islands, 
Traffic Calming Pedestrian Refuge Islands at Bolling and Dillion Streets, 

Denver Colorado
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SRTS & 6 “E’s:
Montbello Refuge Islands

Encouragement: More pedestrian 
activity, Neighborhood & Community 
Schools

Education: “Coffee with the Principal,” 
DPS Crossing Guard Program

Evaluation: Pre-data collected, Post-
data to be collected Pedestrian Refuge Island at Bolling and Dillion Streets, 

Denver Colorado
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Importance and Integration: 
Vision Zero and Safe Routes 

to School
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FHWA: Proven Safety 
Countermeasures

Proven Safety Countermeasures via FHWA 
for engineering treatments in School Zones

1 Page Flyers provide data on Crash 
Mitigation and Injury Reduction

Offers Engineering Countermeasures 
to advocate for School Zones in Denver
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Vision Zero Speed Limit 
Reduction

Reduce Default Speed Limit in Denver on 
Local Roadways from 25 to 20

Denver City Council, Approved 2022
Education: Yard Sign Program

Signage Installation began in 2023
New Speed Limit Sign Placement Policy
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School Zone Establishment:
Policy & Procedure

Alignment with SRTS Action Plan 
Strategies PY.01, SS.06

Research, Revise, Propose Changes to 
School Zone Establishment in Denver

Anticipate Approval in 2023
Implementation in 2024 +

Local Speed Limit 
Ordinance Approval

Research
Nationwide Best Practices, 

Local Research & Field Visits

Policy/Procedure Revisions

Iterate, Propose, 
Review, Adjust

Final Review & City Traffic 
Engineer Review

Implement

Q4-2022

Q3-2022 +

Q4-2023

2024 +
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Education/ 
Encouragement 
Opportunities

SRTS Teacher Champion Program
Vision Zero Action Plan (2023): K-12 Education
Walk/Bike & Roll to School Day

Booster and Seatbelt Engagement (BASE): 
via AAA Grant

Teen Safe Streets (TSS) Program: via 
Federal Highway Safety Office (HSO)
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Future Opportunities

• Continue development of SRTS Travel Plan Studies at prioritized schools in Action Plan

• Develop K-12 Education program that is developed to teach multimodal curriculum to school-aged students 
(VZ Action 11)

• Explore automated safety enforcement in School Zones in Denver

• Continue to build relationships and partnerships with Denver Public Schools and other programs with co-benefits

• Explore standardized school zone infrastructure treatments and develop an implementation plan to bring all 
schools to the future standard

• Safer Streets for All (SS4A) Action Plan Funding – can be used for either Vision Zero or Safe Routes!
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Thank You!

Connect with DOTI/SRTS:
SRTS@Denvergov.org
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