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EQUITY AND ELECTED OFFICIALS IN WALK TO



WHAT IS EQUITY?

The quality of being fair or impartial;
fairness; impartiality

An equitable Walk to School Day
ensures easy participation for all
students, parents, and staff.




ENSURING EASY PARTICIPATION IN WALK TO

SCHOOL DAY

Prioritize efforts at schools that need more
assistance

Make sure that all schools have the needed
resources to hold a successful event

Weekly check-ins
Community outreach

Volunteer recruitment
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SAFETY ON WALK TO SCHOOL DAY

Listen to community safety concerns
It's not an extra item on their plate

How can Walk to School Day and other
SRTS programs help




TIPS FOR REACHING OUT TO ELECTED OFFICIALS

Remember it’s their job to be
community leaders and support events
like Walk to School Day

Eager to participate in events involving
youth

Make them aware of your event as soon
as possible

Figure out the best official(s) to reach
out to for your event




FOLLOW UP

Thank your elected official for coming out and showing
support

Schedule a follow up meeting
Keep them posted on events

Pictures! Post! Tweets!

BICYCLE
CORLITON

Your Name:
Your Address

Fhiladelphiz, Pa 2910

District Counclipersan's Name
ity Hall, Roam XXX

hiladelphia, A 15107

Dear Coppgliwolman _ S

My name s and 1 attend sahigl in your districe. | want to thank you
for partidpating In our ‘Walk to Scheal Day event this year. It was nke to have {name and explin
yyour favarite moment from Walk to Schoe! Dayl_____. 1 hope ta see you agaln at Walk ta Schoal Day
next year!

Sincerely,

¥our Name



WALK TO SCHOOL DAY
IDEAS

Completed walkability checklist on Walk to School Day to
assist safety concerns they encounter on their walk to
school

Gave students the opportunity to show their teachers and
others what they encounter on their walk to school.

Students assessment was used in a school walkability
audit with city engineer.

Take a walk and use this checklist to rate your neighborhood’s walkability.

Location of walk

1. Did you have room to walk?

[JYes [ Some problems:
(] Sidewalks or paths started and stopped
[] Sidewalks were broken or cracked

[[] Sidewalks were blocked with poles,
signs,shrubbery, dumpsters, etc.

[] No sidewalks, paths, or shoulders
[ Teo much traffic
[] Something else

Rating: (circle one) Locations of problems:

123456

2. Was it easy to cross streets?

[ Yes ["] Some problems:
[] Road was too wide

[] Traffic signals made us wait too long or did
not give us enough time to cross

] Needed striped crosswalks or traffic signals

[] Parked cars blocked our view of traffic

["] Trees or plants blocked our view of traffic

[] Needed curb ramps or ramps needed repair
Something else

Rating: (circle one) Locations of problems:

123456

3. Did drivers behave well?

[ Yes "] Some problems: Drivers ...
[[] Backed out of driveways without looking
[[] Did not yield to people crossing the street
[[] Turned into people crossing the street
[] Drove too fastp

[] Sped up to make it through traffic lights or
drove through traffic lights?

[} Something else

Rating: (circle one) Locations of problems:

123456

ity?

Rating Scale: | H . + r :

awful good verygood excellent

many some
problems problems
4. Was it easy to follow safety rules?
Could you and your child...
[JYes [JNo Crossat cmsswi]]l(s or where you could see

and be seen by drivers?

[I¥es [INo Stopandlookleft, rightand thenleft
again before crossing streets?

[1Yes [1No Walkon sidewalks or shoulders facing
traffic where there were no sidewalks?

[J¥es [JNo Cross with thelight?

Rating: (circle one) Locations of problems:
123456

5. Was your walk pleasant?

[ Yes [] Some problems:
] Needed more grass, flowers, or trees
(] Scary dogs
[[] Scary people
] Not well lighted
[] Dirty, lots of litter or trash
[] Dirty air due to automobile exhaust
O ing else

Rating: (circle one) Locations of problems:
123456

How does your neighborhood stack up?
Add up your ratings and decide.

26-30 Celebrate! You have a great
neighborhood for walking.

21-25  Celebrate alittle. Your neighborhood
is pretty good.

— 16-20 Okay, but it needs work.

11-15 It needs lots of work. You deserve

Total: better than that.

5-10  It'sadisaster for walking!

AR ST S

Now that you've identified the problems,
go to the next page to find out how to fix them.
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. . . May 12, 2015

Blog post highlighting Walk to School Day event Nine Philadelphia Schools Hold Successful Bike To This Week in Bicycling: Our
School Day Events Weekly News Roundup

Eagles Give Cadence Youth
All Star Treatment

Great way to highlight elected officials
involvement

York Street Improvements a
Welcome Change for

Give examples of how other can be involved in Riverwards

Walk to School Day and other SRTS program

SEARCH THE BLOG
Q search..

BROWSE THE ARCHIVES

stay connecten: [} W

GET OUR BLOG
SENT TO YOUR INBOX

email address
Students at Lea Elementary in West Philadelphia. email address SUBSCRIBE

[Ed. Note: This blog post was written by Bicycle Coalition of Greater Philadelphia’s Safe Routes
Philly Coordinator Waffiyyafh Murray, who recently helped put together Bike To School Day
programs at nine Philadelphia schools.]

There's no other way to say it: This year's Bike to School Day was our most successful ever.
Nine schools registered for the May 6 Bike to School Day (the most ever for Philadelphia) and
over 500 students came out to bike, walk, and ride their scooters.

Safe Routes Philly has been working very closely with schools this year on Bike to School Day



WWW.SAFEROUTESPHILLY.ORG
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