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Creating Healthy Communities
Vision:  Making the Healthy Choice the Easy Choice



Creating Healthy Communities
Mission:  
Through cross-sector collaboration, we are activating 
communities to improve access to and affordability 
of healthy food, increase opportunities for physical 
activity, and assure tobacco-free living where 
Ohioans live, work and play. By implementing 
sustainable evidence-based strategies CHC is 
creating a culture of health.



Program Reach

• 23 CHC Counties
• 6 CPCD Counties







Evidence Based Resources



Evidence Based Resources



State Health Improvement Plan



Advocacy Support

• SRTSNP Action Team
• AHA Voices for Healthy 

Kids Campaign to clarify 
school liability



Challenges

• Engaging interested parties 
• Getting policy/agreements “in 

writing”
• Liability concerns
• Cost
• Changing the status quo



Approaches
1. State level resources to help educate, encourage, 

and establish agreements
2. Funding through CHC/CPCD programs to enhance 

space for community use
3. Assistance in hosting and facilitating dialogue 

with decision-makers and community members 
and organizations

4. Local health department staff to help facilitate 
policy development and implementation 
appropriate for that community



Resources

1. State level resources to help educate, encourage, 
and establish agreements
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Resources, cont.



Funding

2. Funding through 
CHC/CPCD programs to 
enhance space for 
community use



State Assistance
3. Assistance in hosting and facilitating dialogue with 
decision-makers and community members and 
organizations



Staff Capacity

Erin Creeden in Marion County 
Carrie McKee in Licking County 
along with Nicole Smith from 
ODH



Shared Use in Marion 
County, Ohio
Erin Creeden



Early work on Shared Use

• From MOUs to Shared/Open Use Agreements
• Engaging community partners



Food Access Examples
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Physical Activity Example



Physical Activity Example



Takeaways

• Working on Shared Use brings awareness to a 
community’s assets, not just gaps and needs!
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Takeaways

• Working on Shared Use brings awareness to a 
community’s assets, not just gaps and needs!

• Partners realized they don’t have to have money to 
be able to contribute! Staff time and facility space 
or equipment is very valuable! 

• Working with faith-based groups is great! They are 
already looking for ways to touch the community. 



Licking County Shared 
Use Survey
Nicole Smith, MPH, CHES
Program Consultant
Ohio Department of Health

Carrie McKee, MPH, CHES
Creating Healthy Communities Coordinator
Licking County Health Department



What we did. . . 

• Surveyed 57 public/private schools in Licking 
County.

• Survey template used from Meeting In a Box Toolkit
• What type of shared/open use already exists in our 

county
• Barriers & resources needed



What we did. . . 

• The approach
• Drafted talking points and email templates
• Emails, Phone Calls, In person
• Utilize existing relationships with the schools



What we found out. . .  

• 46 (80.7%) schools completed 
• 38 (82.6%) have a formal/written shared use 

agreement
• 20 (43.5%) have informal/verbal shared use 

agreement
• 37 (80.4%) have some form of open use 

agreements in place



Challenges Identified. . . 

Challenges Count Percent of Responses

Scheduling/High Demand/Too 
Many Requests

30 65.2%

Facility Maintenance/Wear & 
Tear

14 30.4%

Liability 2 4.3%

Safety/Security 3 6.5%

Fees 1 2.1%



Resources Requested
Resources Count Percent of Responses

Fact sheets about SUAs 18 39.1%

A list of potential local partners 16 34.8%

Sample/Template Agreements 24 52.2%

Examples from successful SUAs in 
Ohio

13 28.3%

Communication tools to make 
community aware of shared use 
agreements

13 28.3%

Technical assistance to form an 
effective SUA

3 6.5%

Funding opportunities for 
facility/equipment upgrades

29 63%



Examples:

Example 1: Recreational not listed 

Example 2: Recreational listed 



Faith-based Organizations
• Survey sent to 39 faith-based organizations in Licking County

• Only 5 completed

• 2 have a formal/written shared use agreement

• 3 have an informal/verbal shared use agreement
• Indoor use of gymnasium, basketball court (formal)

• Indoor use of cafeteria, classrooms (informal) 

• Outdoor use playground, trail-system

• 80% said there is nothing preventing the public from using outdoor spaces 

• 2 challenges identified:
• Facility maintenance/wear & tear
• Liability 



ODH Website
www.odh.ohio.gov/chc

http://www.odh.ohio.gov/chc


Success Stories



Success Stories



Thanks!
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