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May 27, 2010
TxDOT announces $54 million in local Safe Routes to School awards
AUSTIN—The Texas Transportation Commission today approved 200 new federal Safe Routes to School (SRTS) projects, approximately $54.1 million in funding to be used by local communities for educational programs and infrastructure improvements that make it safer for Texas children to walk or bike to school. 
Designed to make bicycling and walking to school a safe transportation option, the 100 percent federally-funded awards will be used on projects around Texas such as new or upgraded sidewalks, improved crosswalks and traffic signals and new or improved bicycle lanes. The program also provides funding for public outreach programs designed to educate children and raise public awareness about the benefits of biking and walking.
"We are excited about this latest round of Safe Routes to School funding," said Ted Houghton, Texas Transportation Commissioner. "The number of children that walk and bike to school has declined significantly over the last 40 years. We believe these projects will help children and parents make healthier lifestyle choices that will have long-term positive impacts for our state."  

The Safe Routes to School program encourages children, including those with disabilities, to walk and bicycle to school. These projects help local communities and school districts make walking and biking to school safer and more appealing. SRTS projects and activities improve safety and reduce traffic, fuel consumption, and air pollution near elementary and middle schools.
TxDOT originally received over 280 project applications, a total of $78.7 million in funding requests from communities around the state. Applications were reviewed by both TxDOT staff and the department's Bicycle Advisory Committee. The Commission awarded 200 of those requests today.
Contact Government and Public Affairs media relations at 512-463-8588 for more information or visit the Safe Routes to School page on the TxDOT website at http://www.txdot.gov  
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      The Texas Department of Transportation is responsible for maintaining nearly 80,000 miles of road and for supporting aviation, rail and public transportation across the state. TxDOT and its approximately 12,000 employees strive to empower local leaders to solve local transportation problems, and to use new financial tools, including tolling and public-private partnerships, to reduce congestion and pave the way for future economic growth while enhancing safety, improving air quality and preserving the value of the state's transportation assets. Find out more at www.txdot.gov. Fan us on Facebook www.facebook.com/txdot. Follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/txdot.

