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Who are we? 

• National nonprofit that works with communities, 
policy makers & advocates 

• Lawyers, planners, policy experts 

• Create policy solutions/overcome legal barriers to 
support healthy communities 



DISCLAIMER 

 

 
The information provided in this discussion is for informational 

purposes only, and does not constitute legal advice. 

ChangeLab Solutions does not enter into attorney-client 

relationships. 

  

ChangeLab Solutions is a non-partisan, nonprofit organization 

that educates and informs the public through objective, non-

partisan analysis, study, and/or research. The primary purpose 

of this discussion is to address legal and/or policy options to 

improve public health. There is no intent to reflect a view on 

specific legislation. 

 

 

© 2012 ChangeLab Solutions  



Supporting Safe Routes to 
School: Programs and Policies 



Goals 
 

 Healthy, happy, 
learning kids 

 

 

Bikepedimages/katyjones 

Achieving 
goals 



Policy and Programs 
 

Policy  

Programs  



Approaches 



 Supportive policies 



Creative Commons Flickr: Caitlinator 

District: Policy declaring 
district supports walking and 
biking 

School:  

Include support for walking 
and biking in student/parent 
handbooks, newsletters, 
announcements, etc. 
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• Required by federal law 

• New regulations coming 
out in the next year 

• Good opportunity to 
incorporate language 
about kids walking and 
biking 

Include Support in District Wellness 

Policies 



District Task Forces & School 
Teams 



Pedbikeimages library: Dan Burden 

School Team 
 

• Includes: school & district 
administrators, town officials, parents, 
advocates, etc. 

 
• Goal: efficiently coordinate efforts to  
• increase levels and safety of walking 

and biking 
 



 
 Example: Roosevelt Middle 

School, Eugene, Oregon 
 

•  Started with school team 

•  Now district wide  



  Walking School Buses  
 & Bike Trains 



•  Policy can support walking school buses 

•  Spelling out roles improves programs 

•  Minimizes liability issues 
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 Arrival/Dismissal Policies   
 & Student Travel Plans 



 Student travel plans can reduce 
dangers 



Types of measures: 

• Separating kids 
walking and biking 
from cars and 
buses 

• Staggered pick up 
and drop off 

• No idling policies 



Cincinnati District Wide Travel Plan 

 Improving safety, reducing 
congestion, increasing 
physical activity 

  



School Siting  



Adopt Smart School Siting, Closure and 
Consolidation Policies 

• School locations are 
important & long term  

• Decisions are often ad hoc 

• Good policies can provide 
a process and balance 
interests 
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School Siting 

factsheet & 

model policies 



Other key areas for policy 



• Traffic safety education 
• Bike rodeos and promotional events 
• Data collection 
• Joint use policies and agreements 
• Crossing guard/student safety patrols 
 



Coming (Relatively) Soon!   

Safe Routes to School District Policy 
Workbook: Do It Yourself Policy Making 

http://www.saferoutespartnership.org/home
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Our Resources 
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