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PRESS RELEASE

NMDOT Awards $1.1 Million to New Mexico Communities for Safe Routes to School Program
SANTA FE— The New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT) awarded $1.1 million of Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Phase 2 funding to several New Mexico communities. The communities selected for Phase 2 funding spent the last couple of years developing SRTS Action Plans to identify the barriers to walking and bicycling to school and find ways to address these barriers through the “5 E’s” of engineering, education, encouragement, enforcement and evaluation. 
The Phase 2 funds provide funding to implement local Action Plans and can be used for infrastructure projects, such as improvements to sidewalks, traffic calming, crosswalks and signage within two miles of a K-8th grade school; as well as non-infrastructure activities, such as bicycle and pedestrian safety education, working with local law enforcement to address speeding issues, and encouraging activities that promote walking and bicycling to school. 

“The Department is pleased to provide New Mexico communities funding to promote a safe routes for our children to walk or bike to school,” said Transportation Secretary Gary L.J. Girón. In addition to the health benefits of regular physical activity, communities benefit from decreased traffic congestion, better air quality and a safer, more pedestrian and bicycle friendly environment.”
Alamogordo and Carlsbad are each receiving a total of $275,000 in Phase 2 funds with $250,000 allocated for infrastructure projects and $25,000 for non-infrastructure activities. The Town of Mesilla is receiving $250,000 for infrastructure projects and the Las Cruces Public Schools District is receiving $25,000 for educational and encouragement activities at Mesilla Elementary School. The Village of Corrales is receiving $25,000 for educational and encouragement activities at Corrales Elementary School and Cottonwood Montessori School.

The Town of Silver City was also selected to receive a $250,000 Phase 2 award for a pedestrian bridge used by students at Jose Barrios Elementary School pending resolution of engineering issues and the local school district has submitted an application for $25,000 for educational and encouragement activities at Jose Barrios.

The NMDOT plans to issue additional Phase 2 funds over the next year and is working with schools in Albuquerque, Cimarron, Deming, Dexter, Farmington, Gallup, Hobbs, Jal, Rio Rancho, Socorro and Taos on finalizing SRTS Action Plans and identifying Phase 2 projects. In addition, the NM SRTS Coordinator at the Las Cruces Metropolitan Planning Organization, Naoma Staley, is working with several Las Cruces schools on a school district-wide Action Plan that will include a long list of needed infrastructure projects in Las Cruces. 

The New Mexico SRTS program is a federally-funded program that assists schools and communities with developing safe routes for students to bicycle and walk to school.

For more information on the NM SRTS program, please visit www.nmsaferoutes.com or contact the NM SRTS Coordinator, Jessica Frost, at (505) 476-2155 or by email at Jessica.Frost@state.nm.us.
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