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About PBOT 

Our Mission Statement 
 
The City of Portland Bureau of Transportation is a community partner in shaping a 
livable city. We plan, build, manage and maintain an effective and safe 
transportation system that provides people and businesses access and mobility.  
 
We keep Portland moving. 
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Brief History of SRTS in Portland 
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Safe Routes in Portland 
(today) 

– Serve 80+ schools with a range of services 
 

– ~2.75 FTE in Transportation Bureau staff 
 

– Contract with the Bicycle Transportation Alliance for 
pedestrian and bike safety 



Dedicated Funding Efforts 

• Pursued “Violator Pays Initiative” to raise traffic fines. Failed. 2002 
• Oregon Legislature raises traffic fines. Portland City Council 

dedicates increased revenue to Traffic Safety Account. 
• Traffic Safety Account funds dedicated to SRTS, Adult Ped. & 

Bike Safety, and Reducing Driver Error. 
2003 

• Oregon Legislature raises the gas tax for the first time since  
1993 via House Bill 2001. 

• Portland Bureau of Transportation sets aside a portion of 
increased funds for Safe Routes capital projects. 

2009 



Suggestions for getting SRTS  
(within a municipal transportation dept.) 

– Figure out what’s not working for the transportation 
department (safety, schools, coordination, 
communication?) and design a position that fixes 
those problems 

– Ensure the position will add value for the 
transportation department 

– Ensure there is public recognition of this value 

– Use early success to lobby for sustainable funding 



Policy 
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Equity 

•Created Safe Routes 
policy with equity as 
overarching theme 

•Targeted outreach to 
communities of color 

•Trainings in Spanish 

•Materials in 6 languages 

 



Ped. Safety at Abernethy 

Education 
2nd Grade  

Pedestrian Safety Education 
 
4th & 5th Grades  

Bicycle Safety Education 



Students in Bike Safety 

Education 
2nd Grade  

Pedestrian Safety Education 
 
4th & 5th Grades  

Bicycle Safety Education 



Encouragement 
Walk + Bike to School Day 

Sacramento Elementary School 

Claudia Ruseck – School Counselor & Safe Routes 
Champion at Sacramento 



Encouragement 



Encouragement 
Resources ready to utilize 
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Resources ready to utilize 
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Encouragement 
Resources ready to utilize 



Engineering - Prescott School 

 

Median Refuge Island 
Crosswalk & Signing 

 

   

Speed Bumps 
 

   

Paved Shoulder 

 
   

-------------------------------------- BEFORE -------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------- AFTER -------------------------------------- 



 
Sacramento 

      

 
   

-------------------------------------- Bike Parking -------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------ Marked Crossings ------------------------------------ 

Russell Academy 

Engineering 
 



      

 
   

Enforcement 
 

•Assistance with traffic enforcement throughout the year 
 
•Targeted traffic enforcement during the start of the school year at 
every public school in the City 

 



Evaluation 



Evaluation 



What’s Next: Equity & Bike 
Parking 

Franklin High 
School 

Benson High School 



Franklin High 
School 

36 City-installed bike 
parking spaces 

What’s Next: Equity & Bike 
Parking 



Benson High School 

No bike parking 

What’s Next: Equity & Bike 
Parking 



Bike Parking Spaces at Portland High Schools 



What’s Next: SRTS as a Network 

Pedestrian Access to Powellhurst-
Gilbert Schools project area 



What’s Next: SRTS as a Network 

Safe Routes  
Sidewalk projects 



What’s Next: SRTS as a Network 

Pedestrian Access to Powellhurst-
Gilbert Schools project area 



What’s Next: SRTS as a Network 

Sidewalks in Cully vs. adjacent neighborhoods 



What’s Next: SRTS as a Network 



Safe Routes on the Inside 
SRTS at the Portland Bureau of Transportation 

www.SafeRoutesPortland.org 

Gabriel Graff, gabriel.graff@portlandoregon.gov, 503-823-5291 

mailto:gabriel.graff@portlandoregon.gov

