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Outline 

¨  Overview of Federal 
Process 

¨  Definitions 

¨  Steps from award to 
build 

¨  Rescissions 



Overview of Federal Process 

Source: Financing Federal-aid Highways 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/ipd/finance/resources/general/
federal_aid_highways.htm#fig3 



Definitions 

¨  Authorization & 
Apportionment 

¨  Obligation limitations 
(obligation authority)  

¨  Award vs. Obligation 
¨  Rescission 

ALLOCATED PROGRAM FY 2006 
AUTHORIZATION 

OBLIGATION 
LIMITATION 

RATIO 
FY 2006 

LIMITATION 

Safe Routes to School 
Administrative 
Expenses 

2,970,000 87% 2,583,900 



Federal Rules for SRTS 

PROGRAM SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL 

FACTORS Total school enrollment in primary and 
middle schools (grades K-8) 

STATUTE 1404 of SAFETEA-LU 

MINIMUM APPORTIONMENT $1 million 

FEDERAL SHARE 100% 

AVAILABILITY YEARS until expended 



Another look… 

Source: National Transportation Enhancements Clearinghouse 
http://enhancements.org/download/Spending_Report/TE_Spending_Report_FY11.pdf 



Steps to Track 

¨  Application Guidelines 
Developed 

¨  Application Period 
Opens 

¨  Grants Awarded 
¨  Obligation and Notice 

to Proceed 
¨  Construction and 

Programs Begin 

Source: City of Boulder 
Source: “Five Steps to Federal Funding,” SRTS NP  



Tips from Fort Collins Experience 

q  Partner SRTS projects 
with others in the 
Capital Improvements 
Plan (CIP) 

q  Get to know your 
school district facilities 
staff and state SRTS 
coordinator 

City of Santa Clara 



Ft. Collins Example Fort Collins 
l  State wanted rural projects and programs 

l  County schools asked Fort Collins for help 

l  Health group partner 
l  Established Bicycle and Pedestrian Education 

Coalition (BPEC) 

l  Local hospital as grant administrator 

l  Sponsored by County (avoids “admin”)  

l  Bicycle Colorado to lead education classes 

l  BPEC to provide support and volunteers 

l  Relationship with state SRTS coordinator 
led to more programs and funds in CO 

Source: platinumbikeplan.blogspot.com 



Rescissions 

As a safety program, SRTS has been exempt from 
most past rescissions. Exception was 2009, which 
was cancelled. 
MAP-21 includes an across the board rescission. 

Rescissions: Fighting for Priority 



Action Steps to Get Money Spent 

¨  Share excellent 
examples  

¨  Urge DOT heads & 
governors spend SRTS 
quickly 

¨  Make sure they are 
implementing good 
projects and programs 

¨  Work with local 
applicants 

Source: Mass.gov 


