SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP

4.  Carrying Out a Successful Event
      Press release Template
You can use this template to develop a press release announcing your event and communicating the goals and impact of your local SRTS project.  You can fax or email this press release to any reporters or editors that are considering covering your event.  Fill in any bracketed areas with information specific to your project.  Try to keep the press release to one page, and put it on your organization’s letterhead, or work with the school or city to put it on their letterhead.  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE





FOR MORE INFORMATION:
[Date of Press Release]



[Contact person name, title]

[cell or phone, and email]
[LOGO or LETTERHEAD]

[School or community] to Hold Event on [Date] 
To Help Schoolchildren Be Safe, Healthy and Active
With Rep. [name] Attending
[City, State]—[School or community name] will be hosting an event on [date and time]at [location]to enable more children to safely walk and bicycle to and from school as part of its Safe Routs to School program.  Representative [name] will be at the event to [speak/chaperone children/etc.].  
[Insert a description of the event, the purpose, and an estimate of how many participants will be involved.  Include a list of speakers and their affiliations, and mention any local leaders who will be in attendance (focus particularly on local leaders like the Member of Congress, the mayor, the principal, prominent business leaders, etc.). ]

[In a second and third paragraphs, you should highlight the “big picture” this event is part of – your overall plan for your Safe Routes to School project, the benefits for your community, key members of your community coalition, and any successes you may have already had.  You can include one or more quotes from representatives from the school and your organization, or the member of Congress if his/her staff provides an advance quote.]
In [year], [agency name] received a [insert dollar amount] federal Safe Routes to School grant from [insert your state agency’s name] to [brief description of purpose of grant].  [If your program has not yet received a grant, but is applying for funding, indicate that this is the case.]  In 2005, Congress authorized $612 million in funding to create the federal Safe Routes to School program due to concerns about the decline in walking and bicycling to schools and increases in traffic congestion and childhood obesity.  Grants from the federal Safe Routes to School program are awarded by State Departments of Transportation and allow schools and communities to retrofit roads, sidewalks, and bike paths to allow children to more safely walk and bicycle to school.  Funding also supports education, promotion and enforcement campaigns.  As more children are able to safely walk and bicycle to school, children and their communities benefit from reduced traffic congestion, better air quality, and healthier lifestyles. 

# # #

About [your organization name]:  [Include a 2-3 sentence summary of your organization, and include a link to your website, if appropriate.]
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