SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP

3.  Developing Background Materials
     Template for One-Pager on your Local SRTS Project
You can use this template to develop a one-pager that clearly communicates the goals and impact of your local SRTS project.  This one-pager can be used with Members of Congress, the media, and other interested individuals.  Fill in any bracketed areas with information specific to your project.  Try to keep the document to one page, and put it on your organization’s letterhead if possible.  
[LOGO or LETTERHEAD]

Helping Schoolchildren Be Safe, Healthy and Active:

[school or community name] Builds Safe Routes to School

With the receipt of [dollar amount of grant] from [name of your state agency that awards SRTS money], [school or community name] is proud to be joining over 3000 schools throughout the nation in Safe Routes to School activities.  [If you have not yet received a grant, substitute:  [school or community name] seeks to join over 3000 schools throughout the nation in building safer routes to school.]
Grants from the federal Safe Routes to School (SRTS) program allow schools and communities to retrofit roads, and build sidewalks and bike paths to allow children to more safely walk and bicycle to school.  Funding also supports education, promotion and enforcement campaigns.  As more children are able to safely walk and bicycle to school, children and their communities are benefiting from reduced traffic congestion, better air quality, and healthier lifestyles. 

The Need for Safe Routes to School

Concerned by some of the challenges that children in our community face when walking and bicycling to school, [name of the organization awarded the grant] applied [or will be applying] for funding from [name of state DOT] through the federal SRTS program to address these issues.  
· [Insert a few bullets explaining challenges that children have faced when walking or bicycling to school, and what activities you will be undertaking to address those challenges.  For example:  Children and parents expressed fears about drivers traveling too fast and ignoring stop signs, creating a dangerous situation for children crossing the streets near the school.  The SRTS grant will allow us to undertake a driver education campaign, train additional crossing guards, and improve enforcement of traffic rules around the school.]
A Wealth of Benefits

The [school name] SRTS project will produce a number of important benefits for the children attending [school name] and residents of [community name], including:

· [Insert a few bullets outlining your end goals for the project.  If you have already made progress on any of these goals, include current statistics or findings.  Try to include a mix of goals that cover the numbers of children walking and bicycling as well as larger outcomes for the community.  For example:  Our goal is to double the number of children walking and bicycling to and from school each day to 100, which would represent 25% of school enrollment.  Three months into the project, we are already seeing important gains.  A recent bicycle training session educated 20 children and their parents; half of them have started bicycling to school at least one day a week since the training.  Each child that changes to walking or bicycling will, on average, get an additional half-hour of exercise each day, greatly contributing to improved health and lower rates of obesity for our schoolchildren.]
A Community Working Together
A coalition of community organizations and leaders are making [or will make] this important project possible, including:

[list key partners]  
For more information on this project, please contact [insert name and contact information for a spokesperson for the project or organization receiving the grant.]
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